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The Prostate: Translational Anatomy – Surgical is a monographic treatise that corre-
lates medical information obtained in various studies carried out in human embryos, 
in the living and in cadavers. 

The author uses numerous diagrams, histological preparations and high-quality ana-
tomic and surgical images to describe the morphology, course and interrelations of 
the Denonvilliers aponeurosis, the lateral pelvic fascia, the dorsal venous complex of 
the penis and respective relationships, the posterolateral angles and the course of the 
nerves forming the posterolateral bundle. All this research is complemented by an 
anatomic-ultrasound correlation of the prostate gland and a morphological study of 
the urethral sphincter.

In the anatomic/surgical correlation the author greatly facilitates learning about 
open, laparoscopic or robotic prostate surgery for urology residents and urologists in 
training.

The book’s foreword is by the eminent urologist Dr. Patrick C. Walsh, professor at 
Johns Hopkins University, and includes nine chapters in which academics from the 
Universities of Cádiz, Badajoz and Seville have collaborated, along with the direc-
tors of the Jesús Usón Minimally Invasive Surgery Center and eighteen residents 
trained in the Urology Service of Virgen Macarena University Hospital in Seville.

The research documented in this work was sponsored by Jannsen España and con-
ducted under a collaboration contract for optimal use of urologic pathology resourc-
es between the Research Foundation of the University of Seville and the Joaquín 
Albarrán Foundation.

The economic bene�ts from this work have been donated by the author to a parish 
in Seville that will use them for social purposes.
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Jesús J. Castiñeiras Fernández, 
a Cádiz native long estab-
lished in Seville, is senior 
professor of urology at the 
University of Seville.

He currently heads that 
university’s Department of 
Surgery and since 1998 has 
continually served as head 

of the Urology Service of Virgen Macarena 
University Hospital in Seville. He is also the presi-
dent of the Seville Royal Academy of Medicine 
and Surgery.

Dr. Castiñeiras conducts all his medical activity at 
Virgen Macarena University Hospital, specializing 
in general urology and uro-oncology. His teaching 
activity primarily consists of the �fth-year medical 
degree urology course at the University of Seville’s 
three teaching campuses (Macarena, Virgen del 
Rocío and Valme). His research work is mainly 
translational, centering on intestine use in urology, 
prostate cancer surgery and study of pelvic plexus 
neuroanatomy in embryos, the living and cadavers.

He is the author of numerous research papers 
published in national and international journals and 
has taken part as organizer and/or speaker in the 
most signi�cant scienti�c gatherings in his �eld.

Dr. Castiñeiras has served as president of the 
National Commission for the Specialty – Urology 
(2000-2007), the Spanish Urology Association 
(2005-2009) and president of the Spanish Founda-
tion for Urology Research (2009-2013).

For his contribution to the �eld of urology he has 
been distinguished as honorary member of the 
Spanish Urology Association (2012), eminent 
physician of the Royal and Illustrious College of 
Physicians of Seville (2014), honorary member of 
the Argentine Urology Society (2017), full member 
of the Royal Academy of Medicine and Surgery of 
Seville (2011) and academic correspondent of the 
Royal Academies of Medicine and Surgery of 
Cádiz (1984) and Cantabria (2007) and of the 
National Academy of Medicine (2011). He has 
also been awarded the Francisco Díaz Medal 
(2014), the top decoration bestowed by the Span-
ish Urology Association.  

The Department of Surgery headed by Prof. 
Castiñeiras was the best evaluated of departments 
comprising the University of Seville during 
academic year 2015-2016, according to the 
university’s teaching evaluation survey of all 
students.
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Foreword

The Prostate, Translational Anatomy – Surgical, is the most 
comprehensive, contemporary book on this topic and for 
that reason, it is the definitive text.  Frankly I have never 

seen a book like this.  The author provides a detailed description 
of the anatomy at the surgical, gross anatomical, and microscopic 
levels documented by elegant illustrations. In addition, by pro-
viding in-depth historical vignettes describing the lives of the in-
dividuals who made these discoveries, he adds to the richness of 
the readers’ understanding of their importance. Why are there no 
other books like this?  Because the author is unique.  He is an his-
torian, medical author, surgical innovator, scholar of histopathol-
ogy and anatomy, and the consummate teacher.  He wants the 
reader to understand this subject from all perspectives.

This book will be a genuine delight for the scholar who is in-
terested in the fine points of anatomy. Through the use of his-
topathologic sections, diagrams, and photographs, they will be 
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treated to a detailed description at every level. Also, it will not be 
necessary for them to perform dissections in cadavers, because 
the author provides detailed descriptions and photographs of his 
own excellent dissections. He also provides helpful schematic di-
agrams and models, which make it easier to understand the rela-
tionship of vital structures to adjacent organs. 

In each chapter, the published literature is extensively reviewed 
and carefully documented, especially the opposing and often con-
tradictory observations of the past. The author then provides his 
own opinions based on his clinical observations during surgery, 
cadaveric and autopsy dissections, and histopathology.  

For me, one of the most interesting sections of the book was 
the discussion of one of the great mysteries in the field of pros-
tate cancer surgery.  In 1944, in his masterful book on the Pa-
thology of the Prostate, Professor Salvador Gil Vernet from the 
University of Barcelona identified the location of the cavernous 
nerves outside the capsule of the prostate and their association 
with adjacent vessels, which he termed the neurovascular bun-
dle.  In subsequent publications, he expanded on his belief that 
these nerves innervated the musculature that is responsible for 
the maintenance of passive urinary control.  Unfortunately, the 
world’s urologic community was unaware of these contributions 
and because all men were impotent following complete removal 
of the prostate, it was universally and erroneously believed that 
the cavernous nerves ran through the prostate making  it im-
possible to preserve sexual function in men who underwent sur-
gery for the treatment of prostate cancer. In 1982, when Pieter 
Donker and I independently rediscovered the location of the cav-
ernous nerves during dissections of the pelvic plexus in a still-
born male fetus, we too were unaware of this prior discovery and 
did not learn of it until a decade later. In this book, the author de-
tails the chronology of these events and unfolds the mystery of 
why it took so long for the world to know.



FOREWORD 11FOREWORD 

This book is an encyclopedia of the anatomy of the prostate 
and surrounding structures and is the definitive resource for 
scholars who desire to learn the detailed anatomical interrelation-
ships. It also provides a valuable and enjoyable historical record of 
the lives of the many individuals who made these discoveries and 
what motivated them to pursue this career.

Patrick C. Walsh, M.D. 
University Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus. 

James Buchanan Brady Urological Institute. 
Johns Hopkins Hospital

Baltimore, Maryland (USA).




